Texas Department of Motor Vehicles |

Bill Effective Description
Number | Date
HB 2017 | 9/1/2011 Changes the organization, governance, duties and functions of the

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles. These changes move the

department fully into the electronic age that will help streamline

business processes. The bill requires identification to be presented

for both title and registration application.

HB 2357 | 9/1/2011; Reorganizes Transportation Code Chapters 501, 502, 504, and 520,

1/1/2012 the motor vehicle statutes, standardizes definitions, it also includes

an update to reflect automation capability in systems and payment.

The bill provides for allowing:

“old plates” to continue to be approved for classic vehicles

o fleet registration for trailers

¢ identification to be presented for both title and registration
application

e modification to the specialty license plate marketing vendor
contract

e current registration to expire when a vehicle is sold or
transferred to a licensed dealer. The dealer will issue 12 months
of registration upon subsequent retail sale. This provision does
not affect sales or transfers between private individuals

e aspecialty plate for DV surviving spouses

e counties to license franchise and non-franchise dealers to title
and register vehicles

e Calhoun County Commissioners court may allow golf carts and
utility vehicles (with safety equipment) to operate in
unincorporated areas of their county

o |ate title transfer fee is changed from “20 county working days”
to “30 calendar days.” The $25 late fee for private party transfers
now increases $25 every additional 30 calendar days and is
expanded to also apply to vehicles not currently registered

e electronic titles

The bill has multiple effective dates. Additional communication of

changes being made will be provided as the effective dates of

9/1/2011 and 01/01/2012, become closer.
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Registration Related ‘

Bill
Number

Effective
Date

Description

HB 441

9/1/2011

Moves the collection of the $15 additional token trailer fee for a
semitrailer being propelled by a power unit with an overweight
permit to the TXDOT Motor Carrier Division (MCD). The Base
Permit Fee collected by the TXDOT MCD is increased from $75 to
$90 for overweight vehicles.

HB 890

9/1/2011

Defines a “custom vehicle” and “street rod.” Authorizes the
issuance of “custom vehicle” and “street rod” specialty license
plates. Requires TXDMV to create a safety inspection process for a
“custom vehicle” and a “street rod.” Exempts a “custom vehicle”
and a “street rod” from the current safety inspection requirements.
Provides that model year and make of vehicle listed on the title be
the model year and make that the body of the vehicle resembles. The
title must include the word “Replica.”

HB 1301

Immediate

Allows a person to voluntarily contribute $5 or more to the Parks
and Wildlife Department when they renew a motor vehicle
registration. Requires a space for the voluntary contribution to be
included on the face of the Registration Renewal Notice (Form VTR
39-A). This voluntary contribution will also be made available
online through IVTRS and TxIRP.

Note: will effect registrations with an expiration date after 1/1/12.

HB 2904

9/1/11,;
1/1/2012

Changes the name of the organ donor program from “Donor
Education, Awareness, and Registry Program of Texas” to “Glenda
Dawson Donate Life-Texas Registry.”

SB 1057

9/1/2011

Requires the expiration of any remaining registration period
associated with a vehicle at the time of vehicle sale or transfer to a
licensed Texas motor vehicle dealer. The bill requires licensed
motor vehicle dealers to “issue to the buyer new registration
documents for an entire registration year,” which would require a
minimum of 12 months registration if the vehicle is to be operated
on the public roads. This bill does not affect sales or transfers
between private individuals. (Same requirements as HB 2357, but an
earlier effective date.)

SB 1386

9/1/2011

Updates the process of refusal to register motor vehicles by a county
assessor-collector or the TXDMV. Legitimate reasons to refuse
registration could include failure to appear in connection with traffic
citations. A municipality or county may contract with the TXxDMV to
make a determination on registration refusal. A fee of $20 may be
imposed to reimburse TXDMYV, the county assessor-collector, or
another county department for expenses.

SB 1635

Immediate

Allows a person to voluntarily contribute to the Veterans” Assistance
Fund when they renew a vehicle. Requires a space for the voluntary
contribution to be included on the face of the Registration Renewal
Notice (Form VTR 39-A.) This voluntary contribution will also be
made available online through IVTRS and TxIRP (already available
through RTS).
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Registration Related

Bill
Number

Effective
Date

Description

Note: will effect registrations with an expiration date after 1/1/12.

Registration - Disabled Person Plates and Placards

Bill Effective Description
Number | Date
HB 2080 | Immediate Removes the county population provision of 125,000, which allowed

a physician’s assistant to sign the Application for Persons with
Disabilities Parking Placard and/or License Plate (Form VTR-214).
Now a qualifying physician’s assistant in any county may sign the
form.

Title Related

Bill
Number

Effective
Date

Description

HB 268

9/1/2011

Allows for an exemption from sales and use taxes (including the
motor vehicle sales and use tax) for timber and certain items used in
or on a farm, ranch, timber operation, or agricultural aircraft
operation. Persons must obtain a registration number from the
Comptroller’s Office before claiming a sales and use tax exemption.

HB 787

9/1/2011

Authorizes law enforcement to remove, preserve, store, and dispose
of abandoned aircraft, and to collect reasonable fees for storage.
Also defines the applicability of a “junked vehicle” to include a
motor vehicle, aircraft, or watercraft that does not have a current
license plate, inspection, a registered federal aircraft identification
number, or does not have lawfully on board an unexpired certificate
of number.

HB 890

9/1/2011

Defines a “custom vehicle” and “street rod.” Authorizes the
issuance of “custom vehicle” and “street rod” specialty license
plates. Requires TXDMV to create a safety inspection process for a
“custom vehicle” and a “street rod.” Exempts a “custom vehicle”
and a “street rod” from the current safety inspection requirements.
Provides that model year and make of vehicle listed on the title be
the model year and make that the body of the vehicle resembles. The
title must include the word “Replica.”

HB 1376

9/1/2011

Changes the definition of a junked vehicle for the purposes of
abating a public nuisance. It now includes any vehicle with no
license plate or motor vehicle inspection certificate or an expired
license plate or motor vehicle inspection certificate.

HB 1422

9/1/2011

Relates to the issuance of titles for certain motor vehicles that are the
subject of insurance claims. Requires the TXDMV to adopt rules to
implement certain provisions of the bill and outlines procedures for
the sale of certain motor vehicles by a salvage pool operator. Also
provides that if a motor vehicle is sold to satisfy the allowable costs
incurred by a salvage pool operator and the previous owner and the
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Title Related

Bill
Number

Effective
Date

Description

lienholder could not be identified or located, then any excess
proceeds from the sale of the motor vehicle will revert to the state.
The proceeds will be administered by the Comptroller and disposed
of in the manner provided by Chapter 74 of the Property Code.

HB 2575

9/1/2011

Provides that the TXDMV may establish lienholder categories that
may participate in the department’s existing ELT program.

SB 266

09/1/2011

Requires that the person filing a mechanic’s lien as well as the tax
office must send notices to the vehicle owner(s) and lienholder(s)
regardless of the date on which the charges accrued.

SB 267

Immediately

Requires that one of the principal parties involved in a "vehicle gift"
must submit the notarized Gift Affidavit in person to the local tax
office along with a current government-issued photo identification.
A motor vehicle title service is prohibited from submitting these
forms.

SB 690

1/1/12

Allows the use of verified mail and e-mail to ensure that tenants are
notified about liens filed against their property. Provides special
provisions for members of the military.

Special Plates Related

Bill
Number

Effective
Date

Description

HB 559

9/1/2011

Creates two new military specialty license plates for Bronze Star
Medal recipients: Bronze Star and Bronze Star with Valor. Bronze
Star with Valor plates that are not personalized must have the letter
"V" as a prefix or suffix to the numerals on the plate. Vehicles
operated by or transporting Bronze Star medal recipients will be
exempt from parking meter fees imposed by non-federal
governmental authorities.

HB 2928

9/1/2011

Allows Silver Star specialty plate owners the same parking
privileges (exempt from certain parking fees) as those issued Medal
of Honor and other recognition plates in other categories (for
example, Pearl Harbor and Purple Heart).

SB 257

9/1/2011

Creates a specialty plate that includes the words
"Choose Life."

SB 461

9/1/2011

Changes the current specialty license plate name and legend from
"Airborne Parachutist” to "U.S. Paratrooper.”

SB 896

9/1/2011

Creates a new specialty plate, Gold Star Father, for fathers of those
who die while serving in the United States Armed Forces.

Disabled Veterans

Bill Effective Description
Number | Date
HB 3580 |9/1/2011 Creates a new specialty license plate for Disabled Veteran surviving
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spouses. There is no fee for the specialty plate, however;
registration and local county road and bridge fees if applicable are
due.

SB 1755 | 9/1/2011 Creates Distinguished Service Medal specialty license plates for
military and former military. Also creates new Disabled Veteran
specialty license plate designs with the emblems of extraordinary
service medals such as Silver Star.

Miscellaneous Low Impact

Bill Effective Description
Number | Date
HB 2559 | 9/1/2011 Changes commercial motor vehicle installment sales contracts.

HB 2960 | Immediately | Allows farm trucks and farm trailers to be used to transport the
owner and owner's family to participate in equine activities or to
attend livestock shows as defined by Sec. 87.001, Civil Practice and
Remedies Code.

HB 3272 | 9/1/2011 Adds definitions for electric and natural gas vehicles, modifies the
proof of vehicle registration requirements time period, adds further
eligibility criteria for hybrid, electric or natural gas vehicles, requires
a maximum odometer limit, and requires a TCEQ-industry
partnership be established for scrapped and recycled vehicle
regulation.
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