
Revoked (Cancelled) Texas Titles 

A Texas title may be revoked if it was issued incorrectly. Examples of incorrectly issued titles 
include those issued without a proper value limiting remark ("brand") such as salvage, 
nonrepairable or flood damaged. The brand may be missing due to a data entry error, or as a 
result of "title washing", which is a fraudulent process through which a vehicle's title is altered to 
remove brand information. A vehicle with a "Nonrepairable" title or similar brand can only be used 
for parts or scrap metal.  

If a title was issued without a salvage brand, the registration may still be valid. However, if a title 
is revoked because the vehicle is nonrepairable, the registration is not valid. A nonrepairable 
vehicle is one that has been damaged to the extent that it is considered unsafe and can only be 
utilized for parts or scrap metal. A nonrepairable vehicle may not receive a clean title. 

A vehicle with a "Title Revoked" remark showing on its record cannot be sold or transferred until 
the title is corrected. 

 

Revoked Titles FAQs 
 
Why is my title revoked?  

Your title was revoked because it was issued incorrectly. It was either issued without a proper 
salvage brand or it was previously designated as a nonrepairable vehicle. For more information, 
please contact TxDMV at 512-465-7400. 

Is my registration still valid?  

It depends on your vehicle status. For example, if your title was revoked because the title was 
issued without the Rebuilt Salvage brand, your registration is still valid. However, if your title was 
revoked because your vehicle is nonrepairable, your registration is not valid as these vehicles 
cannot be driven on public streets. 

I lost my title, what do I do? 

Complete form VTR-34, Application for Certified Copy of a Texas Certificate of Title, and mail it 
with a release of lien (if applicable), and a clear copy of valid, personal identification (e.g. Texas 
driver license) to the address below. 

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
Vehicle Titles and Registration Division 
Attention: Title Control Services 
4000 Jackson Avenue, 
Austin, Texas 78731 

We will correct the title to show the appropriate brand or title type and mail it back to you. 

Can I sell or trade my car?  

No, not until the title error is corrected. The revocation on the current motor vehicle record 
prevents the title from being legally transferred until you get the title corrected. 
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I already sold this car, what do I need to do? 

We recommend you file a Vehicle Transfer Notification 

 

 

2011 Title Revocation Project (TRP) 

On December 15, 2010, the U.S. Department of Justice, in cooperation with the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, announced the return of two federal grand jury indictments as part of an 
investigation named Operation Title Sweep. Nineteen individuals from Texas, New Jersey, and 
Arizona were charged for their roles in a vehicle title washing and fraudulent transfer scheme 
involving several hundred Texas vehicle titles. 

This scheme involved the removal of important brands from vehicle titles as well as the 
submission of fraudulent mechanic's lien documents to remove the names of the original owners 
and lienholders from the motor vehicle records. 

As a result of this investigation, the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles (TxDMV) has analyzed 
the affected motor vehicle records and revoked the titles of the vehicles proven to be either 
salvage, rebuilt salvage, nonrepairable, flood damaged, odometer roll-backs, total loss insurance 
claims, or subject to a lien. The owners and lienholders of these affected vehicles will receive a 
letter from the Department advising them of the need to surrender their current titles to the 
TxDMV to receive corrected titles reflecting the actual condition of the vehicle. If the vehicle is 
nonrepairable, it can be sold for demolition or scrap parts only. It cannot legally be registered, 
rebuilt or driven on a Texas roadway. 

 

I recently bought this car from someone else. They did not tell me about this issue. What do I do 
now?  

Please contact TxDMV at 512-465-7400 for further instructions and information. 

 

I received a letter that says my vehicle is nonrepairable - what can I do?  

A nonrepairable vehicle may only be used for parts, scrap metal or demolition. This vehicle may 
not be rebuilt or operated on public streets. 
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I purchased this car from a dealer, can I make them take it back?  

Please contact the dealer that sold you the vehicle. If you cannot come to a satisfactory 
resolution, you may submit a Dealer Complaint Form to: 

 
TxDMV Enforcement Division 
4000 Jackson Avenue, 
Austin, TX 78731 

What if I have a lien and do not have my title?  

Please contact your lienholder. Your lienholder will receive the same letter we sent you. 

I received a letter that says my vehicle should be branded "Rebuilt Salvage".  What do I need to 
do? 

Your letter should provide specific information on how the correction should be handled. In many 
cases, you simply need to return your original title to our office. In a few situations, you may also 
need to complete and submit a form VTR-61, Rebuilt Vehicle Statement and the $65 Rebuilt fee 
to the address below: 

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
Vehicle Titles and Registration Division 
Attention: Title Control Services 
4000 Jackson Avenue 
Austin, TX 78731 

If you are uncertain, you may contact us at (512) 465-7400. 

I lost my title, what do I do?  

Complete form VTR-34, Application for Certified Copy of a Texas Certificate of Title, and mail it 
with a release of lien (if applicable), and a clear copy of valid, personal identification (e.g. Texas 
driver license) to the address below. If you received a letter from TxDMV linking your vehicle to 
the TRP, it will not be necessary to submit the $2 fee. 

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
Vehicle Titles and Registration Division 
Attention: Title Control Services 
4000 Jackson Avenue 
Austin, TX 78731 

How can I get more information on this federal investigation from the Department of Justice 
(DOJ)?  

The DOJ has an automated Victim Notification System (VNS) designed to give potential victims of 
this vehicle title fraud more information about their case. Visit their web site at: 
www.notify.usdoj.gov, or call their VNS Call Center at: 1-866-365-4968; (TDD/TTY: 1-866-228-
4619); (International: 1-502-213-2767). 

If you need to speak to someone at DOJ in person, you may call Danielle Diesch, Victim/Witness 
Coordinator, at (210) 384-7161. 
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How can I obtain a corrected title?  

Mail your current title in the envelope provided to the address listed below, with a copy of the 
letter you received. We will correct the title to show the appropriate brand or title type and mail it 
back to you. 

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
Vehicle Titles and Registration Division 
Attention: Title Control Services 
4000 Jackson Avenue 
Austin, TX 78731 
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