
Summary of Bills – 80th Legislature 
 

Registration Related 
Bill 
Number 

Effective 
Date 

Description 

HB 0310 1/1/2008 Transfer of license plates between vehicles by the same 
owner is allowed (Plate to Owner). 

HB 0313 9/1/2007 Foreign motor carrier vehicles operating in the commercial 
zone must be registered in Texas or operating under the 
exemption granted. 

HB 2093 9/1/2007 Enforcement procedures are amended for motor carrier 
registration, and for oversize and overweight permits. Certain 
fees are raised. 

HB 2127 9/1/2007 ATVs are allowed on the roadways if performing utility work by 
a utility company. 

HB 2992 9/1/2007 Token trailer plates may be issued for five years regardless of 
trailer fleet size. 

HB 3437 Immediately Certain border counties (Hidalgo and Cameron) may impose 
an additional mobility fee. 

HB 3849 Immediately Registration of ATVs is transferred to the Texas Department 
of Parks and Wildlife. 

SB 0011 9/1/2007 
Operational 

Requires the creation of a statewide database for the 
issuance of dealer's, buyer’s and converter's temporary tags. 
This was added to a bill concerning homeland security. 

SB 0228 9/1/2007 Motor vehicle registration, driver’s license, or other license 
may be suspended for failure to pay child support. 

SB 0502 9/1/2007 Motor vehicle insurance minimum amounts for financial 
responsibility are increased. 

SB 0526 Immediately Fire marshals and arson investigators can travel in unmarked 
vehicles. 

SB 1119 9/1/2007 Local authorities are given the authority to implement a 
photographic traffic signal enforcement system (red light 
cameras. This is an expansion to current scofflaw 
regulations.) 

SB 1786 9/1/2007 Procedures for issuing dealer temporary tags are stated, (This 
bill and SB 11 deal with the creation of the dealer, buyer’s and 
converter's temporary tag database). 

 
ATPA Related 

Bill 
Number 

Effective 
Date 

Description 

HB1887 9/1/2007 Investigations of motor vehicle burglaries and public 
educational programs are added to the responsibilities of 
ATPA. The name is changed to Automobile Burglary 
and Theft Prevention Authority (ABTPA). 

HB 3225 9/1/2007 The language is changed from "automobile" to "motor vehicle" 
in the ATPA statute. 



 
Title Related 

Bill 
Number 

Effective 
Date 

Description 

HB 0195 9/1/2007 Abandoned motor vehicles can be transferred to municipal or 
county agencies, or school districts for use. 

HB 0261 9/1/2007 Standard Presumptive Value (SPV) is not applicable to sales 
of vehicles at certain auctions. 

HB 0481 1/1/2008 Penalties increased for the late transfer of a vehicle title and 
submission of electronic Notices of Vehicle Transfer through 
the internet is authorized. 

HB 1260 9/1/2007 Certain military personnel being deployed are exempt from 
certain fees. Some of these exempted fees are: fees for 
transferring title to real or personal property; a birth certificate; 
fees for issuing a marriage license; fees for a duplicate 
marriage license or a recorded marriage license; a divorce 
decree; a child support order; guardianship documents; and 
property tax records. 

HB 2216 Immediately An "Independent Mobility Motor Vehicle Dealer" classification 
is created in the Occupations Code. 

HB 2931 9/1/2007 With a court order, a lien may be placed on a vehicle which 
damages a fence. 

SB 0350 9/1/2007 Public hearings are required only when requested by the 
owner under junk vehicle nuisance abatement proceedings. 

SB 0351 Immediately Notice of Abatement procedures must be delivered by the 
U.S. Postal Service with delivery confirmation.  

 
 

Plates Related 
Bill 
Number 

Effective 
Date 

Description 

HB 0191 9/1/2007 Active duty members of the US armed forces may have 
Branch of Service SP without charge.  Military Specialty 
license plate fees are standardized within three categories. 

HB 0505 Immediately Inaccurate statute citations concerning certain specialty plates 
are corrected. 

HB 2105 Immediately Disabled veterans are allowed to obtain two disabled placards 
as well as two sets of DV plates. 

HB 2282 9/1/2007 The Legion of Merit specialty plate is created. 
HB 2398 Immediately Eligibility for the Gold Star Mother specialty plate is expanded 

to spouses and immediate family members. 
HB 2627 9/1/2007 Specialty plate deposit and plate sale minimums are reduced. 
SB 0251 9/1/2007 Persons with Disabled Veteran specialty plates can park in 

handicapped spaces reserved for "Blue Placards Only". 
SB 0274 9/1/2007 The Silver Star specialty plate is created. 
 
 
 



Plates Related 
Bill 
Number 

Effective 
Date 

Description 

SB 0369 9/1/2007 Defines what is considered a substituted, altered or obscured 
license plate for enforcement purposes. 

SB 0959 9/1/2007 The ISA symbol is required on specialty plates if requested. 
SB 1032 9/1/2007 An Insure Texas Kids specialty plate is created. 
 
 

Miscellaneous 
Bill 
Number 

Effective 
Date 

Description 

HB 0864 9/1/2007 Garage keeper’s duty to report the abandonment of a motor 
vehicle. 

HB 1022 11/6/2007 
(Election 
Day) 

Exempt one passenger car or light truck from ad valorem 
taxes if the individual owner uses the vehicle in their 
occupation or profession and for personal activities. 

HB 1168 9/1/2007 Licenses can be denied, suspended or revoked for false 
statements, misrepresentation or refusal to provide 
information. Criminal prosecution can be initiated for this 
offense. 

HB 1623 9/1/2007 Administrative remedies are prescribed for minor motor 
vehicle violations if corrected before the first court appearance 
or within a certain time period after the violation, and on 
payment of a specific administrative fee. 

HB 1781 9/1/2007 Additional information is required on all Disabled Parking 
Placards at time of issuance: county number, first four digits of 
applicant’s driver’s license, and applicant’s initials. 

HB 2094 9/1/2007 Transfer of regulation of towing and storage of vehicles to 
Department of Licensing and Regulation. 

SB 0012 Immediately Increases the scope of the Texas Emissions Reduction 
Program (TERP) and the Low-Income Vehicle Repair 
Assistance, Retrofit, and Accelerated Vehicle Retirement 
Program (LIRAP), programs to reduce emissions from mobile 
sources. Extends and/or eliminates the expiration dates for 
the registration and title related emissions surcharges. 

SB 0687 Immediately Texas Online can be used by state agencies and local 
governments to conduct electronic payment transactions. 

SB 1617 7/1/2007 An exemption is provided for the collection of motor vehicle 
sales taxes on seller-financed sales by dealers. 

 
 
 


