
ATTACHMENT 1 LATE TRANSFER PENALTIES: OVERVIEW 
 

 

# Days After Sale 
or Transfer 

 
Late Fees and Additional Penalties 

 
Exceptions 

  
General 
Public 

 
Licensed 

Motor 
Vehicle 
Dealer 

 
Active 
Duty 

Military 

Eligible 
for 

Classic 
or Antique 
License 
Plates 

 
1st – 20th  

working days 
(on time- 

no penalty) 
 

 
$0 

 
$0 

 
21st – 31st working 

days 
 

 
$25 

 
32nd working day + 

 

 
$0 

 

 
61st Working Day + 

 
$25 + $25 
additional 
penalty for 

each 
subsequent 

30-day 
period 

 

 
$10 

 

$25 + $25 
additional 
penalty for 

each 
subsequent

30-day 
period 

 
$0 

 

Don’t charge  (Exempt from Penalties) 
• Texas-titled vehicle that was unregistered at the time of sale 

(including vehicles issued “Title Only”) 
• Vehicle eligible for Antique or Classic license Plates (passenger, 

truck, or motorcycle that is 25 model years old or older) 
• New vehicles transferred on MCOs 
• Out-of-state transfers (O/S evidence of ownership surrendered) 

including Texas title transfers executed out-of-state 
• US Government Vehicles (Federal or State Form 97 surrendered) 
• Motor vehicle dealer applying for title & registration in the 

dealership name 
• Exempt agency applying 
• Exempt agency selling to a non-exempt purchaser  
• Transfers by Operation of Law (i.e. court orders, repossession, 

Affidavit of Heirship) 
• Corrected title transactions (no transfer of ownership) 
• Off-highway motorcycle 
• ATV 
• Insurance company application on stolen vehicle (only if due to 

claim being paid) 
• Transfers when salvage ownership document surrendered (Texas 

or out-of-state Salvage Title, Nonrepairable Title, Salvage 
Certificate, etc.) 

• Vehicles issued PERMIT or MACHINERY license plates 
• Non-titled vehicles such as  trailers, semitrailers, farm trailers & 

farm semitrailers. 
Charge Penalty 
• Texas-titled vehicle that was currently registered on the date of 

sale, even if the registration expired before the transfer was filed 
• Motor vehicle dealer filing on behalf of customer ($10 only) 
• Applying for title only (only if the vehicle was registered in Texas 

on date of sale) 
 

 


