' W / (1

| or some cansumers, the brightly colored, pint-sized motoreycles

seem a perfectly proportioned match for their kids.

For others, particularly in urban areas, motorized scooters or battery-
powerad Segways provide nimble alternatives for getting a few blocks or
across town—an enviable tradeoff to stop-and-go car traffic and hefly
parking costs. In a retirement community, a modified golf cart can senve
as a low-cost second vehicle for local trips,

But these increasing forms of nontraditional vehicles are raising
mare and more questions among moter vehicle administrators, For
example, exactly where. in vehicle registration codes, do vou categorize
a hovercraft—a reallife question faced by one state?

Take a closer look at today's licen sing, registration and safety regulations,
and it quickly becomes ciear that these growng numbers of nontraditional
vehigles do not readily belorg on the same roads as passenger vehicles,
motorcycles and 18wheeled commercial trucks, However, many junsdic-

| tions are still navigating the mpact of the ssue and pursuing appropriate

| regulations to keep evervone sale on public roads and sidewalks, And all of
these questions come as many vehicles are directly marketed and used by
teenagers and Gthers too young lor traditional driver's licenses—and per

| haps without driver education and helmets or gther protective gear.

|
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- Altermnative vehicies
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proacive
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vehicle delinitions
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“In some cases, you have very young children
‘Scott MacGregor. Add in that these youths have
‘knowledge o

tratfic laws, and “you have the

“lisome of thess coses, i1s a life-or-death decision;”
s Seott MacGregor, assidantchief of the California High
wiry Parrol (CHP) When msponding to a crash involving s
yauth on ¢ nontreditiona] vehicle, he said his offices
ahould nothear parenissaving they didntunderstand the
safely Concerms. [

AGREEING ON SAFETY FIRST

In general, jorisdictions acnass the United Stetes pnd
Canadaiangely ageee that nontmd itional vehicles, inchud-
ing pocket bikes, scooters ind oven skateboords, fafl 1o
meet the necessary eriteria o operare on thelr public roads:
At thi basic level, these vehicles do not meet safery stan-
ditrdds for brakes, tine size and other equipowent neguine-
ments Thesy vebicles nlsa may not coanply with local
crnissions standards:

For many jurisdiction:z the srmple fact thit thisse vehi
clesdo nut pass those requitements means that they aren
eligibile o be registered oriegal operation on polilic road-
ways, Some have authorized restricusd use ol specialty
vehicles on desipnated roads with low speed Hmils And
Tor inany. sioce (e vehicles can't be registered for legal
stoeet Lse thene 5 ng need wwstipulae driver licensing
TEU BT s

The sver-changing mix of thess vehicles—awhether
called nontrditional, unconventional or sliernative—is
generating headlings os furisdictions determine how their
residents can enjoy their purchase,

Apcording w th Associated Press; ns ol Aug 1, it was
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no driver or safety trammg and limited

“makings ofa 1

“perfecthy legalfor a child toovoung io et a drivers license
o drivoe his 3i-pound motorized scooter alongside 3.000-
potmd cars on streets throughout the stae”

Calling them “impish” bikes, the Honolilu Advertiser
inAugust noted that “pocker bikes are prahilyied on pub-
lo streers mnd sidewalks and In pubtic parks”

Arvd U5 Todany lase spring reported bians In Phoenix
and Teeson, In La Pore, Texas, motorized scooters ane
restricted to dayiight hours and to strests with pasted speed
fimits of less than 30 mph “alter two boys lost conteol-of
thedp seniter and were struck and Injured ty a car”

Oifficiats on the other side of the warld face the same
issues, In June Austrbis baonched o gational investigation
it thee safery of "minamee replice™ motoecycles:

Mror viehicle ad ministrators poin o safeny statistics,
b 2003, minibikes contribited 10 2,315 emergency toom
visits, neenrding to the Consumer Product Safety Com
i besion, And (e wWord Against Tevs Casing Harm ranked
pocket Bikesamuong the "1 Worst Tovs of 2004."

FERNAM P emes

Chia e hand, these vehicles am providing new and nfren
st -effeetive resourees tor individuals, Electric power for
cartin vehicles contribines woon healthiorair quality and
srovaller phvsical sizes also-allow drivers to navigate busy or
lintited-acoess streets.

“Thereare i lotof nontraditional vehicles, o think about
1. =aie] Johin Hilkizl, deputy commissioner for Opemtions
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I mofe Lhan 10,000 smergency room injunes rauiing
fram matorized scooter Incldents over one yiar, only four
out of 10 victims were wearng prolecting helmets,
atoording 19 aJurnZ:lua study from the U.5. Consumer
Product Safety Commission IIL‘.F‘ECL Thestudy revhmved
incidents fram July 2003 through June 2004,

The CPEE aiso noted that fiw victims were wasring other
safily geqr, such as knee and elbow pads. Aupmm
thirds of all injuries ocourred Invchildren under g 15,
CPSC Chalrian Hal Susiien said that because seven
out-of 10/ incidents were befawion orenviroament-

‘said CHP’s

T8
1 i
i

€S per hour,

LSAasStier.

weith the Mew Yok Siace Depanment of MotorVehicies:

Just riecently, his department wis given a demonsics-
tinn of & car powered by fuel cells—not traditional gaso
line—nd eligible Tor ste reglsiration. o several stintes,
Tow-speed electriv vehicles, similar we golf cartswith adedi-
tional safety equipmient, aee oligillbe tu.ﬁiw‘.gﬂ.[ﬂ Iowv-spesd
or private comumunity roads by leensed drivers: And
mnpeds are legal on prany stoeets.

The issue inday is how to manage two- aod three-
wheeled power devices marketed as tove

In Calilornia, officials are trying 10 forecast the comin:
ned Evolution ol nontraditional vehicles; in et o ensure
aeinedsiaefivs-all enforcementapproach. " Thire is no lack
of inzeniy on e poroof e ndustey and e ouaofac
wiersin comingupwith newvehicles.” CHPs MacGregor
satbih, I you endorse one of these, do you kinw what it is
atidare there s and legisation to govern (137

Conmyrmon reparts stiow thabsomme consumers iy o reg-
ister their pocket bikes os conventional motorcyeles.

MoYORIZED StooreRs

T thee Lister 199005, the popudar holiday glit for youthewas s |
muaturized scooten
Lrs California, with spane GO0 police agencies within state
borders, there was uncertainty about wheiher enforee-
menit guidelines were needed. Questions same ap about
age resirictions, license requirements and heimet use,
noted CHIMS MacGregor. The debate also recognized the

n.,}f

related. following focal laws and CPSE safety guidelines
can play & sirong role in protecting ehifdron.

“The good ngws,” he said in & statemant, *is that
parants can heip significantly roduce deaths and.
injuries to chiidren by faking simple satety precaitions
slich a5 mu!tlrﬂ sure their kids wear hilmets, ride anly
on sinoath: sudBees #nd wvoid m:ﬁng at nIghL

According 1 10 CPSE reports, 29 of 49 deaths attributed
i3 wmmowrs between Ootober 1908 and
Nr:vhanmar 2004 wers the resull of an accigentwith &

& (ji He
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“True transportation
licensing and uﬂmgj

AT e ey v e for
Iteng vl e oo inbeesls.

value of clectric vehicles o preseeveaie quality,

Calffornin now permits motorized scooters on roads
with posted speed limits of 25 mph or less, On roads with
higher speed Hmis, drivers s use the Class 2 bike lane,
bt the scontersare nor permitted on sidewalks, Califormis
law evolved to where drivers now must be 16 and
licensed—a detertent for individuals wanting an altema-
tve transportation source il beir licenses were suspended
I the last year, the new hot product became the pocket
Lk, a compact motarcycle thar stands about 2 feet il
anil can reach speeds of 60 mph—ar faster with easy-1o-
ke modifications. The bikes sell [orps fittle 45 5200 a1
mass market retailors.

“Themwasa perception that if & scouter was akay. then
a procket bike would be too. lvery clearly is not” MacGre-
gorsaid. "In same cases, vou have very young children
puing a5 fast s 70 milles per hour” Add ln Gt these vouths
have no driver orsafely training and limited knowledge of
Teaffic Baws, anid “you lave the makings of a troe disiter.”

Citing safery concerns, New Yorkagreed that the pockel
bikes would not be regulated for sirent use. Hew de you
pat thern on the roadwithan 80,000- pound trictar frailed
You don't. You ean'n” Hillind ssid, “There's no guestion
who wing that confrantation.”

Indivicuals caugh esing pocken hikes an poblic roods face
charges of driving uninsured. unlicensed or unregisicred.

THE LATEST CRAZE

Packit bikes wore never designed w share the highways
with rraditional vehicle traffic. scconding to motor velicle
aclminissrators trom coast to coast, Qriginally imported
from kaly and other European nations, these bikes wens
designed and built for aff-track competition. Top models
cat eost 57,000 01 mar

“In Quitbec, these vehicles are alwiys considersd nif-
eadd vehicles,” said Daniel Macluoff, senfor snalyst for reg-

Raynald Marchan

istratinn with theSockety of Automoblle Insumnes of Chither
(5AIQ). ~They are ot atlowed on the public rosichi: The bues
ers think they will be able to use these oo public roads, and
they ean't., They are toys, We consider them as 1oy

In Canada, these Bikes mist be registered as restricisd -
use matorcycles for off-highway use—aind thsr design amed
struciire makes them incompatiblewith miss vehiche imi-
fiec on the roads.

U course, drivers don't.see them—or expoct them,”
sail Raynald Marchand, manager af Traffic Safoty and
Trainingwith the Cannda Salety Council,

Depverswhotake thenyon theroad rom the risk ol a 85,000
Fires e chriving withiog insurinee. Drivers cannot pet lnisur-
ance because the vehicles cunnot be reglstered, henoted.

Peaple need to “think before they buy, bt thie price is
low enousgh. Then they go home and don'tknow whi 1o do
with [ihese hikes), 20 then they swart riding n the stoeet,”
Marchnd sdded:

True ransportetion alternatives—nol [vs—réquin
proper bcensing and tiling, he reinforced,

ONE STATE'S PROACTIVE APPROACH

I the late 19805, Wisconsin officials were wimuessing an
increasing sumber of motorieed scooless. paavered I eithes
Fas or electric battery with vhe ability to o up to 20 mph.
Farcal pnlic'u and .iﬂ.ﬂ."l!r' officials were unsure of hovw—aid
whether—they should be regulated foruse on public mads.
"Naobody knew what to dowith themn,” sald Panl Nilsen,
asststant general counselwith the Wiseonzin Deparmmin)|
ol Iransporition. “We decided 1o go proactive,”
Representaiives from town sssocianions, prosecttors
and police groups across the state came operher (o unabye
the issue, The group determined thit the scooters were
not streetlegal, largely hocause they could not be rupls-
tereed sinow they did not meet federal safery standards.
“Toes, it just remains & safery issue” Nilsen said. "we
dan't know how they are manufnenred. . and we stick o
Our nerpretation
Asorher nontraditional vehieles have appearcd in the
stnbe, that position has renalned thesarne: Vehieles thar fail
o rneet safery siandands will nod be registored. Wisconsin
law abse prohibies state officists from egistering vehicles
madde for oif-road use. “We didn’t want 1o stare changing
the daw toadd every evolving vehicle type,” Nilsen said.
Quastions shout whether riders met licensing requine-
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| alternatives— 1 1 s—require proper

', said the Canada Safety Council’s

Kl

reeris, chuding age resticions, became fmelevant because
thosevehicleswere not begal on public ronds. “So. for exsample,
youve sot o 14 year-old riding a pockethike” Milsen said, "Tlwe
isate 1 not where hes riding i, burwhae bes inviglation of ®

Farenis can be held Hable for their elildeens aetons
when pocker bikes: motorized seooters orothier siruet-flle-
gal viehieles hit the publie rosdways: Clustions could be
issued for unregistered aperation and operating withiouta
lcense, which tngerher cerry ines of neardy 5350,

“These are notmotor vehicles,” Nilsen said. "No one
can ride motor vehicles without a valld license.”

THE SEGWAY STORY

For pwinyenss before their revolutionary product hi the
market, loaders with Segway wirne proactively warking with
state governimetits i ensure that the personal ranspora:
tion device could e ysed legaily, Corporate leaders,
aceording to Mate Dailidn, Sepway's director ol Hegulatory
Alfairs, made o strategic deision o gt the deviees mpe-
Lated under the Coraumer Preduoct Safety g,

They kiew thatits design, which included o lack af sea-
bedts, wonld never sllow the Sepway to comply with fod-
el mator vehicle standards, Andifit had 1o bo redesigned
L imeel thoss standards, “rhe Sevay woold net ook any-
thing like it does,” Dailich said.

While the Segway would represent a raidical new tans-
purtipnalimmative, company officialsdidn'tseea need for
a mdical new infrastructure on witich it would operare, [y
conld work within the infrastrucurm tharwas already thees,”
said Dallida, notinga panicular cmphasis onmakingf fega)
Toor thie dhevice: 1 operate primarily on bike paths or sidewalks;

However, ather motorized vehicles were also emerging,
and state and local officials were weighing how tis regulate
their device a5 & serinng product: Sesway officials advocated
lior it cntegiarzit b unicue to their Innowlive product wek-
niology! EPAMIY, an Eleciric Personal A:.stﬁt_ivu Maliliey
Device. An EPAMI IS defined a5 a *sell-balancing, nontan-
dhism, two-whiseled deviee that can turn in place, trmnspores
anly ang persan, with an electde propolsion svstem aver-
agingless than | hirsepower, and trvels bess than 125 mph.”

“What eoncerned us ls that we could be captured by
these ordinances or legistative requirements, .. [The Seg-
way| really isn't like wrything else,” Daillda sail, *Weknew
we waere trking a look at turning around 100 vears aflaw.”

A al mkd-haly, 42 states and the District of Columbia

had passed EPAMD laws to regutate usein their furssdic-
tians—muostly, as Segway officials had lobbied for, en bike
pathsand sidewalks As the product debuted in the marker,
“we wanted the protection of the low behind ue,” Dailids
added, Tractuallyis working oo the sidewalks, and on the
bike lanes, and on the bike paths. We knew that what
waorked inone fjursdiction| might notwork inanother,”

OTHER NONTRADITIONAL APPROACHES

Qudbecs registered vehicles include 200,000 snowmnblés,
for which drivers must have a reglstrution plaie and ey
an anmual fee, When traveling on private paths or prop-
erty, adriver doesn'tneeda license,

"Bt IEyou eross @ road or use @ road .. then at that
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moment, vou need a driver’s license," said
Mool of the SAIQ.

Similir tequirements are in place for all-
terrain vehicles (ATVs), popular year-round
fur fishingand other sporting inlerests. Nearly
300,000 ATVs are registersd in Quéhes, and
thesevehicles can be adaproed with skison the
fromt wheels und oversized traction on back
wheels for snow use. Aswith conventional
snowmablles, “sssoon asyou geton the road,
youneed a driver's Hicense,” he said.

Attheather end of the spectrum, city side-
wilks do not include motorized vehicles used
by the elderly or by individuals with disabili-
ties—uwirh o designs on using them (or high-
way trnsport These limited-use andlow-speed
mohility seooters are generally penmitted on the

sidewalks, ifthey are impeding raffic. However,
“anything with a motor is pretty much frowned
upon by being on the sidewalle” Marchand said.

mWslt UIDELINES

In June, the Federal Register proposed new
interpretations of motor vehicle definitons,
with a goal of clarifying whether desipnated
two-and three-wheeled vehicles. such as
pocker bikes and motorized scoolers. meet
safely requirenients.

"Physical churacteristics previoushy relied
upon by-the National Highveay Traffic Safery
Adminisuation INFITSAL are no longer reli-
able determinants of whethera twa- or thres.

wheeled vehicle isa 'motorvehicle," the pro-
posaksaidl. “Additionally, thevehicles tharwere
the subject of pastagency interpretations av
o longer represermative of the two- aid three-
wheeled vehicles-on the market todav.” The
proposal also noted continued changesin
vehicle design and manufacturing

Mactiregor welcomes additional informa-
tion. He naotes that California often sees the
latest innovations—bath toys and frue vehi-
cle technology—frst, before the trends take
afl to other areas of the country,

"¥You 'want to be able 1o forecast what's
coming down the pike” MacGresorsald. 3

Propared by Kyrn Sedrton Mewnan,
Frewlaneer, Gloo Alicn, Yimgini,




