A& Texas Department of Transportation

VEHICLE TITLES AND REGISTRATION DIVISION » AUSTIN, TEXAS T8773-0001  (512) 465-7611
February 5, 2001

Registration and Title Bulletin # 014-01

TO: ALL COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTORS
SUBJECT: BILLS OF SALE

PURPOSE
To inform you of our new policy regarding the acceptance of bills of sale.

BACKGROUND

The department’s acceptance of bills of sale, in lieu of certificates of title, as evidence of
ownership began many years ago, when all states and countries did not issue a recognized title or
registration ownership document. At present, however, all states 1ssue certificates of title for
most vehicles (see attachment 1 for exceptions). Likewise, most countries now have a
recognized registration or title document. Because the underlying reason for our acceptance of
bills of sale in lieu of certificates of title no longer exists, we are revising our policy as to when
such documents may be accepted.

NEW POLICY
Effective May 1, 2001, bills of sale will only be accepted in the following situations:

e with out-of-state or out-of-country registration receipts that do not provide transfer of
ownership sections, provided (1) the issuing state does not issue certificates of title as the
negotiable evidence of ownership for that year model vehicle, or the issuing country only
issues registration receipts, and (2) the out-of-state or out-of-country receipt reflects
registration that is current or that has been expired for six months or less;

e with out-of-state titles on which all dealer reassignment sections have been completed,
provided the issuing state does not utilize supplemental dealer reassignment forms (see
attachment 2);

¢ with operation of law transfers;

¢ with component parts utilized to rebuild or assemble motor vehicles;

s with non-titled Texas vehicles.

Title applications supported by bills of sale which do not fall into one of the categories listed
above, regardless of the date the bill of sale was executed, must be rejected.
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DEPARTMENT ACTIONS
Revisions to the Motor Vehicle Title Manual are being completed and will be provided to you
under separate cover.

CONTACT(S)
If you have questions or need additional information, please contact your local TxDOT Vehicle

Titles and Registration Division regional office. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Dtare  Hund

Jerry L. Dike, Director
Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division

Attachments

cc: All Dealer Associations
All Salvage Associations/Industries
Lending Institutions
Insurance Industry Partners
ATPA Board
Texas Department of Public Safety
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts
TxDOT Motor Vehicle Division
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STATE APPLICABLE TO AND EXCEPTIONS

ALABAMA 1975 and sulisequent year model vehicles and 1950 and subsequent year midel ravel iraders. ATV and olf-road vehicles a0 not lillad,

ALASHA AN year moded veniclas, sxcest ATWS 8ad off-road wohicles,

ARITONA AN year mode! vehicles, sxcest mopeds

ARKANSAS Al year moded vehicles, gxgept offroad wehicles and mapads

CALIFORNIA Al year model vehicles

COLORADD A year model vehicles, eugept ATWYS, off-road vehic'es, and mopeds,

COMMECTICUT Al 1381 and subsequent year model webicles. ENective July 1, 1958, 1580 and alder year model vehicles are nol Bded. All ailers undar
3,000 Ins. grass weight, ATWs, offroad vehiztes, and mepeds are nal tilled

DELAWARE Al year madel vehicles, excepl ATVS and off-read vericies

DIST. OF COLLIMBLA A year model vehicles, racept ATV and cfl-road vehuclas

FLORIDA M year madel venicles, q:n;lplAT'h's. mopeds, off-road vehicles, and lrailess wesghing less than 2,000 Ibs. .

GEQRGA Only 1863 and subsequent year model wehicles and maloccycles, Verscles 15 years aid o older are ol réguired 1o be bbad. ATV,
mopeds, oll-road vebicles, and boal and homemade raders are not titled.

Hawal A1 year model vehicles, excepl radlers of all sizes, ATVs, ofi-road venicles, and mapeds

IDAHG Al year moded venicles, all trailers thal weigh aver 2,000 Ibs wnladen, and ATVs or ol-road vehicles purchased after January 1, 1951,

ILLINOIS A1 year model vehicles.

IMDLANA Al year rmodel vehicles, radlers with a gross wesghl of 3,000 los. of less; and campeng brailers af any size, manufacturad alter January 1,
1586, mezept ATVS or mapeds

BOWA A1 year model venicles, excegl ATVS and Irailersisamilraders wih an unladen weght of 2,000 Ibs. or less.

KAMSAS Al year rrodel venicles, gxcepl trailars undar 3,000 Ibs. gross wesghl and larm ailers wnder 5,000 s, laden weghl

KEMTUCKY Al year rodel vehicles, except of-road vehcles and mopeds. ATVS are oplional

LOUIStANA A1 year madel venicles.

MAIME 15484 and subsaguent year model vehicles. except any rader wih 3 unladen wesght of 3,000 Ibs. or less. ATVs and mogeds ase nof lifled

MARYLAND A1 year rmodel vehicles, secepl mogeds, ATV ane ggloral

MASSACHUSETTS 1572 and subseguent year model vehicles, excep? railers having a gross weghl of 3,000 Ibs. or less. ATVS. offwroad vehicles. and mopeds

MICHIGAN Al year model vehicles, excepl raders weighing less than 2,500 ibs, and mopeds

MINNESOTSA A1 year model vehicles, eacepl raders havng a gross weighl of 4,000 Ibs. or less, trailers desigred primanly for agnoallutal purposes, ATV,

ang aff-rpad vehicles

MISEISSIPPY

A3 motor vehicles hat are in this state and are purchased fram a fcensed dealer after July 1, 1559, excepl pole iradess, ulilbly railers of less
than 5,000 bs. gross vehicle wesghl, ATWVs, and off-road vehicles

MISS0OUR A1 year model vetucles, escepl mopeds, molor vehicles use as ambulances, ang patral wagons and fire agparalus owned by any
municipgally in lhe Siate of Migsoun,

MOKTANA Al year model wehicles, sacepl mopeds.

MEBAASEA Al year madel vehicles. excepl ATVS, mopeds. non-commercial trailers wilh gross weighl of 8,000 Ibs. or less. and off-road vehicles

MEWVADA Al year mode wehicles, Mopeds are nal reguired 1o be lilled but may be al the owner's reguest.

MNEW HAMPSHIRE

Except lrailers with a grass weigh! af less than 3,001 fs., aff-road, ATVS, and mopeds, Vehcles less than 11 model years. and neawvy Inicks
and ftruck-Iraciors with @ gross wesghl in eacess of 18.000 lbs.

MEW JERSEY &l year model vehicles, sacepl non-gonventonal lype wehicles and ATVs.

MNEW MEXICO Al year model vehicies,

MEWY YORK 1573 and newer mode's and thase vehicles manulaclured on and aller Jaraary 1, 18973, for whech no mode! year 15 assigned Excep!
mopads, of-highway vehicles. Iralers with an unfaden waight less than 1,000 Ibs ., and ATVS.

MORTH CARDLINA Al year model vehicles. sxcepl ATWS, mopeds and ofroad vehicles.

NOATH DAKDTA All year model vehicles, excepl baal, kiggage and non-farm prvale raders with 8 gross weighl less than 1,530 Ibs.

O All year model vehicles, excepl all trailers with a manufaciuress wesghl of 4,000 lbs. o bess. ATVS. mopeds, and oH-road vehicles.

OHLAHOMA, Al year model vehicles used fan-commencialy, sxcept for ATVS, off-road vehaoles. and boat, luggage. and ulility trailers

CREGON All year rmodel vehicles, excepl irailars with a loaded wilth of 1,800 Ibs. or less

PEMMIYLWVANLA All year model vahicles and trailers,

RHODE 15LA8D Al venicles 10 years old or newer mus! be lled, except ATVs, off-raad vehicles, lraders having a caryng capacty of 3,000 Ibs. or less, and
mopeds. Mo bbe cerificate is required once a vehicle is 10 years ald.

S0OUTH CARDLINA A year moded vehncles, sxcepl lor mopeds, and ATV

S0UTH DAKOTA Al year model vehicles, sxcepl mogeds.

TEMNESSEE A year model vehicles, sxcepl lor collapsicle camping tailers.

TEXAS &)1 year model vehicles, excepl for ralers with an empty weight of 4,000 s, of less, semitaailers wih 3 ross weght of 4,000 s or less

UTAH Al year model vehicles, secepl raders with an wnladen weight of TS0 [bs. o less thal are nat used for hire.

YERMONT B 1972 o later model year vehicies, axcepl aiiers walh an unladen wesghl of 1,500 Ibs. or less and molonzycles wilh less than 358 cubic
cantimelers of engine Sisplacement, mapads, ATVS, and off road vehicles, EMeclive Seplember 1, 1995, vebezles gver 15 years ald are nod
litad.

WIRGIMLA A year model vehicles, spoceal ATWS, off-road wehices. and mopeds

WASHINGTON A year madel vehicles,

WEST VIRGIMNIA A year madel vehicles.

WISCONSIN Al year model vehicles, acegl ATVS and oH-road vehoes

W DMING AR year model vehicles, aacepl raders 1,000 5. or less wnladen weight.

Vehicle Title Manual

Revised 5-99

Attachment 1




STATES THAT DO NOT UTILIZE SUPPLEMENTAL DEALER REASSIGNMENT
FORMS
(As of June 2000)

Alaska

Arizona

California

Colorado

Hawaii

[linois

Indiana (not utilized with titles issued on or after September 1989)
[owa

Kansas

Michigan (not utilized with titles issued on or after November 1989)
Montana

Nebraska

Nevada

New Mexico

New York

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Vermont

Note: “Polk’s Motor Vehicle Registration Manual” may be consulted for up-to-date information.
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