Texas Department of Transportation

VEHICLE TITLES AND REGISTRATION DIVISION e AUSTIN,TEXAS 78779-0001  (512) 465-7611

April 6, 2000
Registration and Title Bulletin # 29-00
To: All County Tax Assessor-Collectors
Subject: Approval of license plates for Antique and Classic Registration
PURPOSE

To provide information regarding the approval by county tax office personnel of license plates for use on Antique and Classic
Vehicles.

DETAILS

If a registrant elects to display license plates that were issued by this state in the same year as the model year of the vehicle and your
office chooses to approve the license plates, the following guidelines should be used:

e The expiration date of the license plates must be the same as the model year of the antique or classic vehicle.

e The plates must be in good condition, must be legible, and must have the correct scheme for the year of issuance.

o If the license plates were originally issued in sets, a single license plate may not be approved for use as Antique or
Classic registration. Texas license plates were not issued for registration years 1918-22, 1924, and 1943-44. Validation
discs or metal tabs were issued and attached to the previous license plates to cover those particular years. Approval for
use of these license plates on the same model year vehicle is valid only if the respective year validation disc is approved
and displayed on the license plates. For example, a 1919 vehicle would be required to display a 1917 license plate with a
1919 validation disc. Counties should be aware of replica “plates”. These are plates that are made of aluminum and are
gold (bronze) and shiny on the reverse side of the plates.

e Single license plates, not sets, were issued during the years 1945-46.

e The vehicle classification of the Texas license plates must be the same as that of the vehicle being registered. If the
classification is indistinguishable, the license plates may be used; however, the approval of such plates shall be at the
discretion of each office.

e If personalized plates are approved, they must be checked to make sure they are not current. If they are, the PLP cannot
be approved.

e  Once the Texas license plates have been approved, a photocopy of the license plates, written confirmation stating the
license plates have been approved for Antique or Classic registration, and the application Form 54 is to be forwarded to
the Special Plates Branch.

In order to assist you in identifying the classification of the original license plates presented to your office -for approval (to be used
with Classic window validation stickers and Antique license plate tabs), we have attached a guide to truck, dealer, motorcycle and
passenger license plates. To further assist you in determining if the license plates being presented for approval meet the necessary
requirements, please refer to “The History of Texas License Plates” 80™ anniversary edition, Chapter 11.

VTR CONTACT PERSONS
If you have any questions concerning this bulletin, please contact your local TXDOT Vehicle Titles and Registration Division
Regional Office or the Special Plates Branch at (512) 374-5010, Option 5. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Jerry L. Dike, Director
icle Titles and

Registration Division
Attachments

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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YEAR # OF PLATES PLATE SIZE LEGEND COILORS
1925 2 5.5" X 15" COM L-BLACK,
1926 2 5.5" X 15" COM L-BLACK,
1927 2 5.5" X 15" COM L-WHITE,
1928 2 5" X 14" CM L-WHITE,
1929 2 5" X 14" cM L-BLACK,
1930 2 5" X 14" CM L-YELLOW,
1931 2* 5" X 14"* CMx* L-BLACK,
1932 2 5" X 13" CM L-GREEN,
1933 2% 5" X 13%x* CM* L-WHITE,
1934 2% 5" X 13%x CM=* L-YELLOW,
1935 2% 5" X 13"* CM* L-GREEN,
1936 2% 5" X 13" CM* L-YELLOW,
1937 2 5" X 13" CM L-BLACK,
1938 2 5.833" X 13" CMx* L-ORANGE,
1939 2 5.833" X 13" CcM L-BLACK,
1940 2 5.833" X 13" CM L-BLACK,
1941 2 5.833" X 13" CM L-BLACK,
1942 2 5.833" X 13" COM L-BLACK,
1943 2 TABS 1" X 4" - L-GOLD,
1944 2 TABS 2" X 2w - L-CREAM,
1945 1 5.833" X 10.111" TRUCK L-BLACK,
1946 1 6.5" X 10.5" TRUCK L-CREAM,
1947 2 6.5" X 10.5" TRUCK L-WHITE,
1948 2 6.5" X 10.5" TRUCK L-GOLD,
1949 2 6.5" X 10.5" TRUCK L-BLACK,
1950 2 6.5" X 10.5" TRUCK L-GOLD,
1951 2 6.5" X 10.5" TRUCK L-BLACK,
1952 2 6.5" X 10.5" TRUCK L-GOLD,
1953 2 6.5" X 10.5" TRUCK L-BLACK,
1954 2 6.5" X 10.5" TRUCK L-GOLD,
1955 2 6.5" X 10.5" TRUCK L-BLACK,
1955 RE 1* 6.5" X 10.5" TRUCK L-BLACK,
1956 2 6" X 12" TRUCK L-GOLD,
1956 RE 1* 6" X 12" TRUCK L-BLACK,
1957-PRES. 2 6" X 12" TRUCK

1957 RE 1% 6" X 12" TRUCK L-BLACK,
1958 RE 1* 6" X 12" TRUCK L-BLACK,
1959 RE 1* 6" X 12" TRUCK L-BLACK,
1960 RE 1* 6" X 12" TRUCK L-BLACK,
1961 RE 1% 6" X 12" TRUCK L-BLACK,
1962 RE 1* 6" X 12" TRUCK L-BLACK,
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DEALER LICENSE PLATES

Dealer license plates were first issued in 1917.

B-BLUE*
B-BLACK
B-GREEN
B-YELLOW
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B-BLACK
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I
YEAR # OF PLATES PLATE SIZE _LEGEND COLORS
1917-9 1* ? D-PREFIX L-WHITE,
1920 2% ? D-PREFIX L-WHITE,
1921 2% ? D-PREFIX L-WHITE,
1922 2% ? D-PREFIX L-BLACK,
1923 1 6" X 15" D-PREFIX L-BLACK,
1924 1 5.5" X 16" D-PREFIX L-WHITE,
1925 1 5.5" X 15" D-PREFIX L-WHITE,
1926 1 5.5" X 15" D-PREFIX L-BLACK,
1927 1 5.5" X 15" D-PREFIX L-WHITE,
1928 1l 5" X 14" D-PREFIX L-WHITE,
1929 1 5" X 14" D-PREFIX L-MAROON,
1930 1 5" X 14" D-PREFIX L-BLACK,
1931 1 5" X 14"* D-PREFIX* L-GREEN,
1932 1 5" X 13" DR-PREFIX L-MAROON,
1933 1 5" X 13"* DR-PREFIX* L-WHITE,
1934 1 5" X 13"* DR-PREFIX#* L-WHITE,
1935 1 5" X 13"* DR-PREFIX* L-BLACK,
1936 1 5" X 13"* DR-PREFIX* L-MAROON,
1937 1 5" X 13" DR-PREFIX L-IVORY,
1938 1 5.833" X 13" DR-PREFIX* L-BLACK,
1939 1 5.833" X 13" DR-PREFIX L-BLACK,
1940 1l 5.833" X 13 DR-PREFIX L-GOLD,
1941 1 5.833" X 13" DR-PREFIX L-BLACK,
1942 1 5.833" X 13" DR-PREFIX L-BLACK,
1943 1 TAB 1" X 4" - L-GOLD,
1944 1 TAB 2" X 2w - L-CREAM,
1945 1 5.883" X 10.111" DEALER L-BLACK,
1946 1 6.5" X 10.5" DEALER L-CREAM,
3.75" X 7.5"(MC)
1947 1 6.5" X 10.5" DEALER L-WHITE,
3.75" X 7.5"(MC)
1948 1 6.5" X 10.5" DEALER L-GOLD,
3.75" X 7.5"(MC)
1949 1 6.5" X 10.5" DEALER L-BLACK,
3.75" X 7.5"(MC)
1950 1 6.5" X 10.5" DEALER L-GOLD,
3.75" X 7.5"(MC)
1951 1 6.5" X 10.5" DEALER L-BLACK,
3.75" X '7.5"(MC)
1952 1 6.5" X 10.5" DEALER L-GOLD,
3.75" X 7.5"(MC)
1953 1 6.5" X 10.5" DEALER L-BLACK,
3.75" X 7.5"(MC)
1954 1l 6.5" X 10.5" DEALER L-GOLD,
3" X 5.5"(MC)
1955 1 . 6" X 10.5" DEALER L-BLACK,
3" X 5.5"(MC)



YEAR OF PLATES [E SIZE LEGEND  COLORS

1956-66 1 6" X 12" DEALER SAME AS PASSENGER
3" X 5.5"(MC)
1967-PRES. 1 6" X 12" DEALER SAME AS PASSENGER

4" X 7" (MC)



Motorcycle license plates were first issued in 1917.

MOTORCYCLE LICENSE PLATES
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L=letters/numbers B=background *=best information
YEAR # OF PLATES PILATE SIZE LEGEND COIORS
1917-9 1 ? ? L-WHITE,
1920 1 ? REGISTERED ?
MOTORCYCLE
1921 1 ? REGISTERED L-WHITE,
MOTORCYCLE -
1922 1 ? REGISTERED L-RED,
MOTORCYCLE
1923 1 6" X 3 1/3" REGISTERED L-BLACK,
MOTORCYCLE
1924 1 6" X 3 1/3" REGISTERED L-WHITE,
MOTORCYCLE
1925 1 8" X 3.5" MC L-WHITE,
1926 1 7.5" X 3,.75" - L-WHITE,
1927 1l 7.5" X 3.75" MOTORCYCLE UNKNOWN
1928 1 7.5" X 3.75" MOTORCYCLE L-WHITE,
1929 1 7.5" X 3.75" MOTORCYCLE L-MAROON,
1930 1 7.5" X 3.75" MOTORCYCLE L-YELLOW,
1931 1 7.5" X 3.75"*% MOTORCYCLE®* L-BLACK,
1932 1 7.5" X 3.75" MOTORCYCLE L-WHITE,
1933 1 7.5" X 3.75"*% MOTORCYCLE#* L-ORANGE,
1934 1 7.5" X 3.75"*% MOTORCYCLE#* L-WHITE,
1935 1 7.5" X 3.75%"% MOTORCYCLE#* L-BLACK,
1936 1 7.5" X 3.75"* MOTORCYCLE#* L-BLUE,
1937 1 7.5" X 3.75" MOTORCYCLE L-IVORY,
1938 1 7.5" X 3.75" MOTORCYCLE L-BLACK,
1939 1 7.5" X 3.75" MOTORCYCLE L-BLACK,
1940 1 7.5" X 3.75" MOTORCYCLE L-GOLD,
1941 1 7.5" X 3.75" MOTORCYCLE L-BLACK,
1942 1 7.5" X 3.75" MC L-BLACK,
1943 1 TAB 1" X 4" - L-GOLD,
1944 1 TAB 2" X 2% - L-CREAM,
1945 1 7.5" X 3.75" MOTORCYCLE L-BLACK,
1946 1 7.5" X 3.75" - L-CREAM,
1947 1 7.5" X 3.75" - L-WHITE,
1948 1 7.5" X 3.75n - L-GOLD,
1949 1 7.5" X 3,.75" - L-BLACK,
1950 1 7.5" X 3.75" - L-GOLD,
1951 1 7.5" X 3.75" - L-BLACK,
1952 1 7.5" X 3.75" - L-GOLD,
1953 1 7.5" X 3.75" - L-BLACK,
1954-66 1 5.5" X 3n -
1967-PRES. 1 7" X 4" -

SAME AS PASSENGER
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REVIEW OF TXAS PASSENGER CAR LICENSE PLATES
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TEXAS BEGAN TO ISSUE VEHICLE REGISTRATION ON THE FIRST DAY OF JULY IN 1917 LICENSE PLATES WERE THEN PURCHASED FROM THE S. C
ADAMS STAMP AND STATIONERY COMPANY OF ST. LOUIS

THE MANUFACTURING OF THE LICENSE PLATES WAS UNDERTAKEN BY THE STATE PRISON IN HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS, IN 1935 AND THEY HAVE
CONTINUED TO PROVIDE THE PLATES TO THE PRESENT DAY.
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