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I Texas Department of Transportation

VEHICLE TITLES AND REGISTRATION DIVISION = AUSTIN TEXAS TE779-0001 = [512) 485-T611
Frhruary 21, 2000

Registration and Title Bulletin # 17-00

T All County Tax Aszsessor-Collectors
SURJECT: Final Rules for HR 2004 and HR 1014, 76th 1 emzlative Sesaion

FURFOSE

To provide information concerning final rule amendments to the Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 43,
§517.53 - 1755, resulting [rom implementation of House Bill 2004 and House Ball 3014, Thth Legislabive
Session.

DETAILS

House Bill 2004 amended Subchapter A, Chapter 520, Transportation Code by adding §520.002 to provide for
the lease af certain nnm‘pn:ﬂ'r.r r.r||||'|1|'nml' tn a cnumiy fior the n]u-.mtium af the antomated 'r'l:s'iql'r.n.l‘im and title
system. The leased equipment would be in addition to the equipment already provided by the department to the
county at no cost. House Bill 3014 amended Sobhchapter D, Chapter 502, Transportation Code by adding
£502.1705 to allow for the collection of a $1.00 fee, in addition to other registration fees, in counties where
50,000 or more vehicles were registered during the preceding year.

ATTAUHMENTS

Final rules concerning these two legislative mandates were published in the Teras Register on February 11,
20MH), A copy of this Texar Regisfer 15 attached. Also attached are the Motor Vehicle Eegistration Manual fext,
Table of Contents, and Index revisions concerning this legislation.

CONTA

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact your local Vehicle Titles and
Registration Regional Office, or yvou may contact David Linzey, Director of Headquarters Operations, at
{512) 465-7719. Thank you.

Sincerely,
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Jerry L. Dnke, Direct
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Registration Division

ILD:je
Attachments
ce: Information Systems Division
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Office of Contract Services
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Transportation Code § 502.1705

Sec. 502.170. Additional Fee for Reflectorized License Plates.

{a) In addition to the other registration feas for a icense plate or sel of license plates or olher device
used as the ragistration ingignia, 30 cents shall be collectad.

(b) The depariment shall use money collecied under this section fo purchase equipment and
material for the production and manufacture of reflectorized icense plates.

I. A Thirty Cent ($.30) refleclorization fee shall be collected each time a metal icense plate, set of
plales, validation sticker, or plate{s) and validation sticker is issued, regardiess of the classification
of vehicle to which such plata(s) andfor sticker is issued. The Thirty Cent ($.30) reflectorization fee
has been incorporated inlo all regisiration fee schedules.

Il. Tha Thirty Cent {£.20) reflectorization fee does not apply to additional waight fees or temparary
pearmit fees.

. Also, refer o Transporiation Code Section 502.052.

Vehicle Registration Manual 121 Revised 1299



Transportation Code § 502.1705

Sec, 502.1705 . Additional Fee for Automated Registration and Title System.

(=) MMMMWWMBMMNSHNMMHWHWMM
as the registration insignia, a fee of §1 shall be collectad.

{b)  The depariment may use money collected under this section fo perform one or more of the
{1} mnhancing the depariment’s automated registration and litle system;
{2) providing for the automated on-site production of registration insignia; or
(3 providing for sufomated on-premises and off-premises sell-service registration.

{c)  This saction applies only in a county in which the department's automated registration and title
wsmmmHmmmwhmmﬂWWMMMMmgiﬂﬂmdmm
preceding year.

L House Bill 3014, 76" Legislative Session, amended the Transportation Code to allow for the
collection of a $1.00 fee in addition to other registration fees, in counties were 50,000 or more
maotor vehicles were registered during the preceding year. The fee will be collected for
registrations, replacements and exchanges.

il. The depariment will use its "Allocation of Vehicle Registration Fee® report for each calendar year
o determine which counties meet the criteria for collecting the $1.00 additional fee. When a
county meets the criteria of 50,000 or more motor vehicles registered, the fee collection will begin
on January 1 of the next calendar year.

Vehicle Regisiration Manual 121-A Ravisad 2000




Transportation Code § 502.1705

This page intantionally et blank

Vehicle Registration Manual 121-B Revised 2/00



Transportation Code § 502 171

Sec. 502.171. Additional Fea for Cartain Vehicles Using Diesal Motor.

(&) The registration fee under this chapler for & molor velvicle olirer Uran o posseger cov, o ruek

with a manufacturer's rated camrying capacily of two tons or less, or a vehicle registered in combination
under Seclion 302, 167 is increased by 1 percend if the vehicle has g diesel mofar,

{b) A county assessor-collector shall show on the regisiration receipt for a motor vehicle, other than

@ passenger car or & truck with a manufaciurer's rafed camying capacily of two fons or less, that the
wvalwcle has a diasal molor.

(c) The department may adopt rules to administer this section.
I. The additional eleven percent (11%) diesed fee is applicable to all motor vehicles powered by diesel
angines with e following exsceplions,

A Passenger vehicles, private buses, commercial molor vehicles regisiered with Combination
License Plates; and

B. Commercial motor vehicles having a manufacturer's rated camying capacity of two (2) tons or
bzss which are reglstered with' Truck, Fammn Tiuck, Fanm Truck Traclor, Ferfilizes, o Soil
Conservation License Plates,

Il. The additional eleven percent (11%) diesel fee is shown on all Renewal Molices, Forms 394,
covaring wohiclos which are subjoct to tho dicscl foa,

. The precodurc for cellecting the aleven parcent (11%) dissel faa ia illustrated below.

Example:

Fea for 40,000 pounds for 12 monthe §421.30
Less .30 reflactorization fies .30

=E421.00
Diesel Fee X 11%
Total amount of Diesel Fes =5 45.21
Full year's fee (including reflaciorization fee) + 421.30
Total fee dus 487,81

Mate: Ths Thirty Cent ($.30) reflectorization fee must be sublracted from the foo chart total before
calculating the diesel fee, since the eleven percent (11%) desel fee does not apply to the
reflectorization fee.

. H at any tima during the registration year an owner of a vehicle powered by a diesal motor is

required to correct his registration to include the eleven percent (11%) diesel fee, the procedures
are sot forth in Tronsportation Code Ecclion S02.162.
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Transportation Code § 502.179

Sec. 602.179. Duplicate Registration Receipt.

(a) Tha ownerof a vehicls for which the registrafion receipt has been lost or destroyed may obiain g
mﬁmmgmmmmﬂmmmamwmmmwmmwby
paying a

(b} The office iIzsuing 4 dupliicate receipl shall retain the fee received as a fiee of office.
Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995,

L When the owner of a vehicle loses his original, fransfer, or replacement license receipt or if an extra
copy of the license receipt is desired, a duplicate of such receipt should be obtained from the county
in which the original receipt was issued; or it may be obtained from the depariment. A duplicate
receipt may be issued by a tax office other than the original issuing agency if verification is obtained
either from the original issuing tax office or the department by automated means.

A A Duplicate Receipt may be issued by counties.

B. Counties may issue an RTS receipt generated for the fes of two dollars. A Duplicale Receipt
may only be issued for a currently registered vehicle through RTS. If the vehicle is not currently
registered, and Inquiry Receipt may be issued for a fee of two dollars.

Il.  Extreme care should be exercised in issuing Duplicate Receipts to insure the same information

appearing on the original receipt is carried forward to the duplicate receipt. Duplicale receipis take
the place of the onginal and should be receipls that are cormact.

Vehicle Registration Manual 137 Revised 1199



Transportation Code § 502.180

Sec. 502.180. Issuance of License Plate or Registration Insignia.

{a) On payment of the prescribed fee, the department shall issue fo an applicant for motor vehicle
registration & icense plate or set of plates or a device thaf, when attached fo the vehicle as prescribed by
the department, is the regisfration insignia for the parfod for which i was issued.

(b) The department shall issue only one license plale or set of plates for a vehicle during a Mive-year
period.

ic) On application and payment of the prescribed fee for a renewal of the registration of a vehicle for
the first, second, third, or fourth registration year affer the issuance of a license plate or sef of plates for the
vehicle, the department shall issue a registration insignia for the validafion of the license plate or plates fo
be atfached as provided by Subsaction (d).

{d) Except as provided by Subsecfion (h), the regisiration insignia for validation of a license plate
shall be attached to the inside of the vehicle's windshisld, If the vehicle has a windshield, within six inches
of the place where the mator vehicle inspection sticker is required to be placed. If the vehicle doas not
have a windshield, the owner, whan applying for registration or renewal of registration, shall notify the
department, and the depariment shall issue a distinclive device for altachment Io he rear Ncense plate of
the vehicle.

{a) The department shall adopt rules for the issuance and use of license plates and regisiralion
insignia isswed under this chapter. The rules may provide for the use of an automated registration
process, including:

{1) the automated on-site production of registration insignia; and
{2} automated on-premises and off-premises seif-service registration.
iN Subsections (b)-(d) do nof apply fo:

(1) the issuance of specialized license plates as designated by the department, including stale
official license plates, exempt plates for governmental entities, and femporary registration plales; or

(2) the issuance or validation of replacamant license plates, excepl as provided by Section
802,184,

{g) The department shall provide a separale and distinctive lab to be affixed to the icanse plate of
an automobile, pickup, or recreational vehicle that is offered lor rent, 85 8 business, Io any part of the
publc.

(h) The registration insignia for validation of a license plate shall be attached fo the rear license plate
of the vehicle, if the vehicle is:

(1) a motorcycle;

(2) machinery used exclusively lo drill waler wells or canstruction machinery for which a
distinguishing license plafe has been issued under Section 502 276; or

(3) off well servicing, oil clean out, or ol well drilling machinery or equipment for which a
distinguishing license plate has been issued under Subchapter G, Chapler 623,
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Transporation Code § 502.184

Sec. 502.184, Replacement of Lost, Stolen, or Mutilated Licanse Plate or
Registration Insignia.

{a) The cwner of a registered molor vehicle may obiain from the depariment through the county
assessor-collector replacement Nicense plates or & replacement regisiration insignia by:

(1) filing with the assessor-collector & statement.

{A) showing that one or both of the license plates or the registration insignia o be replaced
have been lost, stolen, or mutifated, and

(B) stating that no license plate or registration insignia to be replaced will be used on any
vehicle owned or oparated by the parson making the stefemean;

(2) paying & fee of $5 plus the fees required by Sections 502 170{a) and 502 1705(a) for each
sef of replacement license plates or each replacement registration insignia, except as provided by
Subsection (b), (c), or {i); and

{3) refurning fo the assessor-coliector each replaced piate or regisiration insigria in the owners
possassion.

{b] The fee for replacement of certain specialized license plates is;

License plates issued under: Fee:
Section 502254 31
Section 502.255 or 502.257 No fee
Section 502,256 or 502 267 ¥4
Section 502 268 39
Section 502.273 330

{c] The fee for replacement of icense plales Issued under Section 302 280 is ik emuun prescribed
by the department as necessary fo recover the cost of providing the replacement plates.

(d) If Ncense plates approved under Section 502.274(b) are lost, stolen, or mutilated, the owner of
the vehicle may obtain approval of another set of icense plates as provided by Section SUZ.274. The fee
for approval of replacement license plates is $5.

{a) A county assessor-collecior may nol issue replacement license plates or a replacemant
registrafion insignia without complying with this section.

(A county assessor-collector shail retain $2.50 of a fee collecled under this section and shall
report and send the remainder to the depariment as provided by Sections 502,102 and 502104

(g} Replacement license plales may be used in the registration year in which the plates are issued
and during each succeeding year of the five-year period as prescribed by Section HUZ. T8U(D) if the
regisfralion insignia is properly atteched.

() Subsection (g) does not apply lo the issuance of specialized license plates as designated by the
depariment, including stale official hcense plates, exempl plales for govermmental entines, arnd lerrmporary
registration plates,
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Transportation Code § 502,184

(i) The owner of a vehicle listed in Section 502.180(h) may obfain replacement plates and a

replacement registration insignia by paying a fee of £5 plus the fes required by Sactions 502 170{a) and
502 1705(a).

Il

In the event a license plate andfor validation sticker becomes lost, stolen, or mulilated, a
raplacemant plate andlor replacement validation sticker may be obtained fram amy County Tax
Assessor-Collector for the fee of $5.30.

The owner must complete a Replacement Application stating that his license plates andlor validation
sticker is lost, stolen, or mulilated. Counfizs will use the back of the RTS receipl.

Tha owner muet surrandaer hig current year's license receipt and any plate or sticker remaining In his
possession. The current year's license receipt must be sumendered fo verify the vehicla's current
rogistration stolus ond onable tho tax collector o determine the regietration expiralion date aseigned
o tha vehicle. If an applicant cannot suwrrender his curmment year's license receipt and current
registration covering the vehicle for which a replacement plate andfor alicker ks requested, and the
information cannot be verfied through the county license files or the department, the applicant
cannol be iesued a replacemant. In this instance, the owner s required to purchaze a new oel of
plates andlor sticker and pay the full regisiration fee prescribed by law. If, at a subsequent date, it is
warificd thot @ vehiclo was "double registered,” a refund may be authorized by the department.

Mote: I the owner cannot provide the curment year's license receipt ond the cument registration of tho
wehicle must be verified through either the county license files or the depariment's automaled fie, the
applicant should present some type of personal dentification, sich as a drivers Boense, social security
card, elc.

Replacemeant license plates and replacement stickers are issued from the regular allotment of plates
ond stickers furnished to the lax collectors. The RTS Replacement License Receipt, is utilized to
issui the replacement plates andlor sticker.,

Mote: A Replacement License Receipt is not required if a license plate month sticker is the only
ilem balng replaced.

A, For the replacemant of plates, sticker, or plates and sticker, the tax collector ghall:

1. wverify the vehicle's current registration (by viewing the current vear's license recaipt or by
referencing either the county license files or the department’s automated file);

2. receive any remaining plate and'or sticker; and

3. receive payment of the $5.30 replacement fea.

B. For replacement of multi-year license plates validated with license plate validation stickers, the

tax collector shall:

1. Select the proper claseification of replacamant platas and,
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Transportation Code § 520.001

CHAPTER 520. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 520.001. Definition.

In this chapter, "department™ means the Texas Depariment of Transportation.
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Transportation Code § 520.002

Sec. 520.002. Lease of Additional Computer Equipment.

(a)  This section applies only to the lease of equipment fo & county for the operation of the automated
registration and tithe system in addiion fo the equipment provided by the department at no cost fo the
counfy under a formula prescribed by the department.

(b}  On the request of the tax assessor-colleclor of a counly, the department may enter into an
agreement with the commissioners courf of that counfy under which the depariment leases additional
equipment to the county for the use of the fax assessor-collector in operating the aufomaled regrstralion
and tifle system in that county.

{c} A county may install equipment leased under this section al offices of the county or of an agent of
the county.

(d)  Equipment leased under this section:
{1) remains the property of the depariment; and
{2) must be used primarily for the aulomated registration and itle system.
{e)  Underthe agreement, the department shall charge the county an amount nol less than the amount

of the cost io the department to provide the additfonal equipment and any related services under the lease.
All money collected under the lease shall be deposifed fo the credit of the state highway fund.
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Transportation Code § 520.002

This page intentionally left blank.
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Transportation Coda § 520.011

SUBCHAPTER B. MOTOR NUMBER RECORD REQUIREMENTS

Sec. 520.011. Motor Number Required for Vehicle Registration; Penalty.

(a) A person may not apply fo the county assessor-collector for the registration of a motor vehicle
from which the arginal motor number has bean removed, eraged, or destroped undil the modor vishicis
baars the motor number assigned by the department.

{b) A person commits an offense if the person wiolates this section. An offense under this
subsechion is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not loaa than $50 and not more than $100.
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